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Hospital owes $24.7 million

Botched procedure at Provena St. Joseph lefi Elgin woman in a near-vegelative state

By ADpaMm HKovac
Chacly ¥ fverald Saff Hiinee

Provena 5 Joseph Hospial in
Elgin must pay about $24.7 mil-
lon to a man whose wile has
heen in a near-vegetathve condi
tion after & nucse hotehed a
routine procedure, altorneys
sakd ]

Marin Bun suffered a hean
attack and stroke [une &, 2002,
after a Provena nurse allowed
alr 1o enter an indravenous ube
used o administer antiblotics,
said Pete Flowers, a Geneva

for thee Eamily.

Bun'’s husband. Sipho, sued
the hospital for damages so be
cowld remove his wife from an
Elgin-area nursing facility and

hawve her cared for at hooe, with
her theed young children, Flow-
s sakd.

“She doesnt even speak, and
no one can even tell if she can
comprhend what's going on,”
he said,

"Hopefully, this will let her
make L00me improsemsenis”

The juidgment, thoughl 10 be
a record in Kane County, was
awarded after a jury deliberated
for abowt 2% hours at the end of
a civil trial on the lawsudr, which

hﬁ?jm late April before fudge

Hospital President and CEO
Wilkarm Brovwt, in a statément,
apologized for the events that
led to Bun's condition.

“Wea at Provena St. Joseph

Hospital extend our deepeii

thies to Narin Bun for the
tragic circumstances of 2002,"
bwe wrnde, “Though this situation
cccurred more than four years
ago, | can assure vou the Bun
family is in rhe thoughts and
prayers of the entire Provena

ity at this time.”

Marin and Sipho Bun both
had fled Cambodia with their
farnilies before moving to Elgin,
where they have children ages 6,
7,and 9.

Sipho Bun said he was over-
joyed weith the verdict and
to find a bigger house and
desigm it accorumodate the spe-

cialized care Marin will require
fior thve rest of her life,

Donald Shapire, a Chicago

attormey who also represenied
Sipho Bun in the lawsuit, sajd
Marim Bun was admitted io
Provena in May 2002, sufferin
from toads shock syndrome an
nearky died,

Part of her care at the hospital
included taking antibiotics
the a tube in her shoulder

At the time she sulfered the
heart attack, which caused the
stroke, the nurse was preparing
to remove the tube because
Marin Bun was scheduled to be
released soon, Shapiro said.

“It’s a very sad case because
the doctors saved her life, and
then this terrible tragedy
ocourmed,” Shapino said.
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